CITY OF SALEM
BOARD OF HEALTH
MEETING MINUTES

January 11, 2011
	MEMBERS PRESENT: Members present: Dr. Barbara Poremba, Chair, Martin Fair, Gayle Sullivan, Dr. Larissa Lucas, Kemith LeBlanc, and Marc Salinas

OTHERS PRESENT: David Greenbaum, Acting Health Agent, & Councillor Liaison Thomas Furey 

	
	

	TOPIC
	DISCUSSION/ACTION

	
	

	1. Call to Order

2. Minutes of Last Meeting

           (December 14, 2010)
	Meeting called to order by Dr. Poremba, Chair, at 7:05pm.

Dr. Lucas moved to accept the minutes. 2nd. 

5 in favor; 0 opposed, 1 abstention. 

Minutes approved.

 

	3. Chairperson Announcements
	Dr. Poremba informed the Board of a request by The National Association of Local Boards of Health (NALBOH) to participate in national profile survey of local boards of health. This provided thoughtful discussion in identifying roles, responsibilities and needs of local boards of health to strengthen and improve public health. 
It was decided that the Board needed to conduct an updated community health assessment.
Dr. Poremba will provide demographic data indicators.  
D. Greenbaum will provide morbidity and mortality data and particular health indicators for the community available from MassCHIPS. 
This information may be used to determine a focus for a collaborative effort of interested communities or other health promotion/prevention initiatives.

	     4.  Monthly Reports-Updates



	A. Administrative Report

B. Public Health Nurse Report
C. Acting Health Agent Report

D. City Council Liaison Updates

	Presented and approved. Copy available in office.
Gayle Sullivan and Kemith LeBlanc requested that more detailed information be available in next month’s report regarding balances of money in administrative report. 
Report presented and approved. Copy available in office. 
Flu Clinics: A collaborative flu clinic was held Dec 16 at the NS Mall; only 120 doses were administered. Other clinic numbers have also been low. The Board questioned why the numbers have been low this year. D. Greenbaum explained that the vaccine has been available since Aug/Sept in pharmacies and MD offices; our clinics started in October as that is when our allotments are received. Other possible intervening factors were explored including vaccination concerns and misbeliefs which impact immunization compliance. The Board requested that information on free vaccines available at the Lydia Pinkham Clinic on Derby Street be posted on the city website. 
Report presented and approved. Copy available in office.
Collaborative efforts: D. Greenbaum reported that North Shore communities from our Emergency Preparedness Coalition are interested in collaboration on specific topics.  They are not interested at this time in regionalization.  The communities that have been contacted regarding a collaborative effort are Lynn, Swampscott, Marblehead, Peabody, Beverly, Danvers and Nahant. All will be included in discussions going forward.  A letter is due into MA DPH by February 15th. Marblehead BOH is willing to host a meeting to speak about this.  D. Greenbaum will contact Marblehead to set a meeting and will update board members with further information.

Smoking in Public Housing: D Greenbaum reported that he will be attending a meeting about smoking in public housing on January 26th at 10am hosted by the North Shore Community College in the Cummings Center in Beverly, MA
Councilor Furey informed the Board that he will remain as liaison for the next year. He also encouraged the Board to peruse the grant opportunity for regional or collaborative public health services.  

	     5. Executive Session


	Personnel matter.

	
	

	
	

	 MEETING ADJOURNED:          
 Respectfully submitted,
Heather Lyons-Paul
Clerk of the Board

	9:20 PM


	Next regularly scheduled meeting is February 8, 2011 at 7pm 

At City Hall Annex, 120 Washington Street, Room 311 Salem.



	


